The Curriculum

MISSION STATEMENT

This school aims to give all our children the support they need to be healthy, to stay safe, to enjoy life, to achieve to their potential, to make positive contributions to their friends, school and community, so that they can become good citizens.

SCHOOL AIMS

· To develop self-confident, self-disciplined children who value and recognise their talents. 
· To help all our children to achieve their best by meeting the personal learning needs of each child and providing quality teaching, enjoyable learning experiences, excellent resources and a happy, caring and secure school environment.

· To encourage respect and tolerance for others and by doing so develop a spirit of co-operation and good discipline within the school.

· To develop pupil's understanding of the spoken and written word and to develop a child's skills in order that he/she can gain enjoyment and confidence from being able to communicate effectively.

· To provide experiences which develop the understanding, and use of a wide range of mathematical skills, relevant to the children's lives and their future role in society.

· To foster an enquiring, practical and scientific approach towards their physical and natural environment, using investigations.
· To make effective use of I.T. in our curriculum delivery.
· To provide a range of activities which will help each child to acquire physical and social skills. To promote positive attitudes to physical education.

· To develop each child's creative abilities and skills, by providing challenges and materials appropriate to their age and ability and to teach them to appreciate the creative skills of others.

· To help children to appreciate and practise the personal, social and health concepts necessary for a safe and healthy life.
· To develop in children an awareness of the social and environmental factors which influence their lifestyle.

· To help children understand the meaning of the Christian faith and other world faiths, in particular Judaism and Islam.

· To encourage awareness of the multi-cultural, multi-ethnic nature of our society and to develop tolerance towards other ways of life and other cultures.

· To develop and encourage two way communication with parents and the community and by doing so, emphasising the importance of our village school and way of life.

· To develop our school as an inclusive community, which develops each child to their full potential, whatever his or her educational, physical, sensory or social need.

General Curriculum Details
All children study the National Curriculum core subjects of Mathematics, English, Science and Information and Communication Technology, as well as the Foundation subjects of Design & Technology, History, Geography, Music, Art, P.E. and R.E.

English/Literacy 

English concentrates on four skills that your child needs to get the most out of their learning at school – speaking, listening, reading and writing.

The school has achieved ‘Dyslexia Friendly’ status – Level 1.

Key Stage 1

Pupils learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say.  They begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm.  They use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.

Speaking and Listening:  Pupils learn to speak clearly, thinking about the needs of their listeners.  They work in small groups and as a class, joining in discussions and making relevant points.  They also learn how to listen carefully to what other people are saying, so that they can remember the main points.  They learn to use language in imaginative ways and express their ideas and feelings when working in role and in drama activities. 

Reading:  Pupils’ interest and pleasure in reading is developed as they learn to read confidently and independently.  They focus on words and sentences and how they fit into whole texts.  They work out the meaning of straightforward texts and say why they like them or do not like them.

Writing: Pupils start to enjoy writing and see the value of it.  They learn to communicate meaning in narrative and non-fiction texts and spell and punctuate correctly.

Key Stage 2

Pupils learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different situations, purposes and audiences.  They read for enjoyment and to find out facts. They read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them.  They explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how language works.

Speaking and listening:  Pupils learn how to speak in a range of contexts adapting what they say and how they say it to the purpose and the audience.  Taking varied roles in groups gives them opportunities to contribute to situations with different demands.  They also learn to respond appropriately to others, thinking about what has been said and the language used.

Reading:  Pupils read enthusiastically a range of materials and use their knowledge of words, sentences and texts to understand and respond to the meaning.  They increase their ability to read challenging and lengthy texts, analysing and discussing them with others.

Writing:  Pupils develop understanding that writing is both essential to thinking and learning, and enjoyable in its own right.  They learn the main rules and conventions of written English and start to explore how the English language can be used to express meaning in different ways.  They plan and draft their work, checking it for spelling, punctuation and grammar.  

Mathematics/Numeracy
Children are taught about number, handling data and shape, space and measures. They are also taught how to use and apply mathematics, how to tackle problems and how to record maths.

During Key Stage 1 pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of mathematics through practical activity, exploration and discussion.  They learn to count, read, write and order numbers to 100 and beyond.  They develop a range of mental calculation skills and use these confidently in different settings.  They learn about shape and space through practical activity, which builds on their understanding of their immediate environment.  They begin to grasp mathematical language, using it to talk about their methods and explain their reasoning when solving problems.

During Key Stage 2 pupils use the number system more confidently.  They move from counting reliably to calculating fluently with all four number operations.  They try to tackle a problem with mental methods before using any other approach.

Pupils explore features of shape and space and develop their measuring skills in a range of contexts.  They discuss and present their methods and reasoning using a wider range of mathematical language, diagrams and charts.

Science
Every child has a natural curiosity about the way the world works. Science lessons show how they can get answers to questions such as how to keep ourselves warm, or why the sun seems to move across the sky.

Children look at and explore:

· Life processes and living things, including facts about their own bodies, (such as the importance of a varied diet and exercise for good health), the purpose of roots and flowers in plants, how animals and plants are classified and the habitats animals and plants need to live in.

· Materials and their properties, including how they can be used, how they change, (for example, through burning, freezing, boiling) and how some materials can be mixed and separated.

· Physical Processes, including electric circuits, magnets, the forces of gravity and friction and how light and sound travel. They also learn some basic facts about the Sun, Earth and Moon.

Through work in these three areas children are taught about scientific enquiry. The teacher asks questions, then the children work together to try to answer the questions, by finding things out and recording data. They look for patterns in the data and communicate their work in scientific language.

During Key Stage 1 pupils observe, explore and ask questions about living things, materials and phenomena.  They begin to work together to collect evidence to help them answer questions and to link this to simple Scientific ideas. They evaluate evidence and consider whether tests or comparisons are fair.  They use reference materials to find out more about scientific ideas.  They share their ideas and communicate them using scientific language, drawings, charts and tables.

During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about a wider range of living things, materials and phenomena.  They begin to make links between ideas and to explain things using simple models and theories.  They apply their knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas to familiar phenomena, everyday things and their personal health.  They begin to think about the positive and negative effects of scientific and technological developments on the environment and in other contexts.  They carry out more systematic investigations, working on their own and with others.  They use a range of reference sources in their work.  They talk about their work and its significance, and communicate ideas using a wide range of scientific language, conventional diagrams, charts and graphs.

We are most fortunate to have an excellent Nature Reserve within the school grounds, which includes a large pond.

A science resource area contains all the materials necessary to cover the science programmes of study.

Information and Communications Technology

Children use a range of ICT tools and information sources, such as computer software and the Internet, to support their work in other subjects. They develop their research and communication skills. They learn that information needs to be relevant and accurate – and that information on the Internet may sometimes be neither. Because of this they are taught how to check the quality of information, and how to present information in a way that suits the needs of their audience. Children also explore and compare the different ways ICT is used in and out of school.

During Key Stage 1 pupils explore ICT and learn to use it confidently and with purpose to achieve specific outcomes.  They start to use ICT to develop their ideas and record their creative work.  They become familiar with hardware and software.

During Key Stage 2 pupils use a wider range of ICT tools and information sources to support their work in other subjects.  They develop their research skills and decide what information is appropriate for their work.  They begin to question the plausibility and quality of information.  They learn how to amend their work and present it in a way that suits its audience.

Each classroom has an Interactive Whiteboard, connected to the Internet, which enables the teacher to use high quality teaching materials. Each room also has a designated work area for computers.  There are 23 networked computers, with access to two laser colour printers and Broadband, including 8 laptops with wireless connection. The library has a computer with a digital projector and screen.

Design and Technology

Children develop their skills of designing and making through practical classroom activities.  Technology has close links with other subjects, such as maths, art and design or science.

During Key Stage 1 pupils learn how to think imaginatively and talk about what they like and dislike when designing and making.  They build on their early childhood experiences of investigating objects around them. They explore how familiar things work and talk about, draw and model their ideas.  They learn how to design and make safely and start to use ICT as part of their designing and making.

During Key Stage 2 pupils work on their own and as part of a team on a range of designing and making activities.  They think about what products are used for and the needs of the people who use them.  They plan what has to be done and identify what works well and what could be improved in their own and other people’s designs.  They draw on knowledge and understanding from other areas of the curriculum and use computers in a range of ways.

History
During Key Stage 1 pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles, finding out about significant men, women and children and events from the recent and more distant past.  They include events from Britain and the wider world.  They listen and respond to stories and use sources of information to help them to ask and answer questions.  They learn how the past is different from the present.

During Key Stage 2 pupils build on the above and learn about change and continuity in Britain and other parts of the World.  They use different sources of information to help them investigate the past both in depth and in overview.  They use dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, people and developments.  They also learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways.

Geography
At Key Stage 1 we fulfil the demands of the National Curriculum, i.e. the acquisition of geography skills, using a topic based approach.  The learning is based on direct experience and exploration of the local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there.  They also begin to learn about the wider world.  They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom.  In doing this they ask geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use geographical skills and resources such as maps and photographs. 

During Key Stage 2 pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments at different scales in the United Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world.  They find out how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it.  They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom.  In doing this they ask geographical questions, and use geographical skills and resources such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. 

The Arts
The aim of the School is to develop each child’s creative abilities and skills through art, music, drama and dance.

The children are encouraged to perform in a variety of settings.  Role-play takes place in areas of the curriculum such as R.E., History, English and Collective Worship, when children are able to express their feelings, emotions and opinions on a variety of themes.

All children are given the opportunity to perform to an audience through:

· A whole school production every two years.

· An annual Christmas presentation.

· A Harvest presentation.

· Class Assemblies.

· Recorder festivals.

These performances incorporate song, drama, instrumental work and dance.  They give children the confidence to perform in public, for their peers, their parents and for a wider audience.

We enjoy visits on a regular basis from an ecumenical theatre group-Question Mark. Visiting pets, storytellers and puppeteers also pass on their expertise to the children.  The Staffordshire County Music Department visits us each year to give the children first-hand experience of listening to live music.

Children are involved in designing artwork for community projects, which have included Parish magazine covers, promoting Stafford at Christmas and entering county and village competitions for events such as village fetes and celebrations.

Artwork is also extended through computer-generated design and in using the Internet to obtain copies of famous works of art, which are not already in our portfolio of prints.

Arts, crafts, music and drama are all addressed as extra-curricular subjects through club nights throughout the year.  The children also experience arts from a range of other cultures.  Islamic art is introduced by a member of the Muslim community through our links with Alexandra Infants School in Stoke on Trent.

Art and Craft
Art at Church Eaton School is taught as part of an integrated curriculum through topic work and also “free” work.  Children work practically and imaginatively with a variety of materials and methods exploring the elements of art.  They also make imaginative use in their own work of a developing knowledge of the work of other artists.

During Key Stage 1 pupils develop their creativity and imagination by exploring the visual, tactile and sensory qualities of materials and processes. They learn about the role of art, craft and design in their environment. They begin to understand colour, shape, space, pattern and texture and use them to represent their ideas and feelings.

During Key Stage 2 pupils develop their creativity and imagination through more complex activities.  These help to build on their skills and improve their control of materials, tools and techniques.  They increase their critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art, craft and design in different times and cultures.  They become more confident in using visual and tactile elements and materials and processes to communicate what they see, feel and think.

Physical Education
At Church Eaton, we offer the children a full range of activities, individual and team based, competitive and co-operative.  During school time hockey, football, netball, rounders, tennis, cricket, athletics, gymnastics, swimming and dance are offered.

During Key Stage 1 pupils build on their natural enthusiasm for movement, using it to explore and learn about their world.  They start to work and play with other pupils in pairs and small groups.  By watching, listening and experimenting they develop their skills in movement and co-ordination, and enjoy expressing and testing themselves in a variety of situations.

During Key Stage 2 pupils enjoy being active and using their creativity and imagination in physical activity.  They learn new skills, find out how to use them in different ways, and link them to make actions, phrases and sequences of movement.  They enjoy communicating, collaborating and competing with each other.  They develop an understanding of how to succeed in different activities and learn how to evaluate and recognise their own success.

Sport

We are part of the King Edward VI Sports Partnership, which aims to involve more children in sport. Festivals of sport are held regularly and have included football, netball, multi-sports, skipping, cheerleading, circus skills and martial arts.

The school has achieved the Activemark for Sports involvement and the F.A. Charter Standard for school football provision.

The school encourages and provides competition against other schools in the following sports.

Football                           Netball

Cricket


Rounders

Swimming


Athletics

We aim to provide fair competition, which develops good sportsmanship.  We therefore compete mainly against other small schools.  We do however take part in larger competitions such as swimming galas, athletics competitions, 6-a-side football tournaments and a netball tournament.  During club nights the older children participate in various sports.


The school has a large playing field and two playgrounds available for sport.

Swimming

Children in Classes 2 and 3 swim during the Autumn and Summer Terms. They use the pool at Gnosall.

Music
During Key Stage 1 children listen carefully and respond physically to a wide range of music.  They play musical instruments and sing a variety of songs from memory, adding accompaniments and creating short compositions using imagination and control.  They explore how sounds and silence create different moods.

Key Stage 2 children sing songs and play instruments with increasing confidence, skill and expression.  They are aware of their own contribution to group performance.  They learn to improvise in response to a variety of stimuli with creativity.  They respond to a variety of music from different times and cultures, both emotionally and physically.

The recorder is taught from Year 3 onwards and there is an opportunity to learn to play the clarinet, flute or a brass instrument in years 4, 5 and 6.  Most children have the opportunity to perform through assemblies, nativity plays and productions.  There is a strong musical tradition at Church Eaton School.

Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship

To lead happy, independent lives, children must develop their self-confidence. This involves taking responsibility for their own health and well-being. In this subject, children learn about these important life skills. They learn not only about their own rights, duties and responsibilities but also about the rights and responsibilities of others. Teaching aims to help them respect and value the richness and diversity of our society. We follow the SEAL curriculum for social and emotional learning.

In December 2009 we achieved ‘Health Promoting School’ status.

During Key Stage 1 pupils learn about themselves as developing individuals and as members of their communities, building on their own experiences and on the early learning goals for personal, social and emotional development.  They learn the basic rules and skills for keeping themselves healthy and safe and for behaving well.  They have opportunities to show they can take some responsibility for themselves and their environment.  They begin to learn about their own and other people’s feelings and become aware of the views, needs and rights of other children and older people.  As members of a class and school community, they learn social skills, such as how to share, take turns, play, help others, resolve simple arguments and resist bullying.  They begin to take an active part in the life of their school and its neighbourhood.

During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about themselves as growing and changing individuals with their own experiences and ideas, and as members of their communities.  They become more mature, independent and self-confident.  They learn about the wider world and the interdependence of communities within it.  They develop their sense of social justice and moral responsibility and begin to understand that their own choices and behaviour can affect local, national or global issues and political and social institutions.  They learn how to take part more fully in school and community activities.  As they begin to develop into young adults, they face the changes of puberty and transfer to secondary school. With support and encouragement from their school, they learn how to make more confident and informed choices about their health and environment; to take more responsibility, individually and as a group, for their own learning; and to resist bullying.

French

French is taught to all children in Key Stage 2. 

All children are invited to attend Le Club Francais, an out of school club, organised by Mademoiselle Le Fannion. This is a franchise club and there is a charge.

Sex Education
The Governing body of this school has agreed that sex education should be taught.  Sex education is taught as part of Health Education.  It will:

· Be developmental and be appropriate to the age and stage of the child.

· Put forward factual knowledge and encourage the exploration of facts; examine opinions and concepts and encourage discussion, awareness, respect and responsibility for oneself and others.

Like other areas of health education, sex education is concerned not only with cognitive development but affective development.  For example, younger children are taught about friendships, keeping safe, my body, the beginning of life, growth in people, animals and plants, ageing, changes as we grow, different types of families and caring for myself.  Older children are taught about feelings, difficult situations – teasing and bullying, how babies begin, how they are born and how they grow, family trees, keeping healthy, exercise and diet, friendships, adolescence, families and how they behave, celebrations of birth, puberty, marriage and death in different cultures, expressing feelings and how we do this, sexuality and body changes in others and me.

Year 6 children, in addition, have a programme of study based on the BBC Sex Education television series, which shows birth and caring in a family setting.  Boys and girls watch the programmes together but can be split up afterwards for separate follow-up discussions with the class teacher and the School Nurse.  We attempt to deal with questions in a sensitive, open, frank and matter of fact way.  Before the children see the programmes, parents are informed of the content. Parents can withdraw their children from all or part of sex education lessons, unless it is part of the National Curriculum science requirement.

Religious Education and Collective Worship  

All teachers following the LA’s locally agreed syllabus teach religious Education.

The School Prayer

This is our school

May all live here happily together.

May our school be full of joy,

May love dwell here amongst us every day.

Love of one another

Love of all people everywhere,

Love of life itself, and love of God.

Let us remember,

That, as many hands build a house,

So every child can make this school,

A lovely place.

Being an Aided School, Religious Education’s place in the curriculum is determined by the Governors in accordance with the Trust Deed.

A daily act of collective worship is held during which traditional Bible stories and moral tales are related.  The assembly ends with prayers, including the School Prayer. Parents have the right to withdraw their children from RE or from daily assembly, but should discuss the matter with the Headteacher first.

Special Educational Needs
The Governors have approved a school policy on Special Needs.  It details the provision that is made for pupils who are experiencing difficulties in learning.  Such pupils have Special Educational Needs and they should have access to a broad, balanced curriculum, which is differentiated to take account of their individual learning needs.  Each class teacher is responsible for the learning and development of all the children within his/her class, including those with special needs.  It is the class teacher’s responsibility to assess and identify children and notify the special needs co-ordinator, who will support the teacher in setting up appropriate strategies and programmes of work.  The school works towards refining skills and procedures that will aid in the early identification of children with special needs.  The policy was revised during the Summer Term 2006.

Stages of Assessment and Operational Procedures

Early Years Action:

When the Early Years teacher identifies a child with SEN, she will devise interventions that are additional to, or different from those provided as part of the normal curriculum.  The trigger for concern can be the teacher, teaching assistant or the parent.  Relevant information is gathered and assessed and an IEP written.

Early Years Action Plus:

This stage is characterised by the involvement of external support services who can advise on a new IEP and targets and provide more specialist advice and support.  A request for help from external services is taken after consultation between the SENCO, colleagues and parents.

School Action:

When the teacher identifies a child with SEN, she will devise interventions that are additional, or different from those provided as part of the normal curriculum.  The trigger for concern can be the teacher, teaching assistant or the parent.  The SENCO assists the teacher in writing an IEP.  Appropriate approaches might be to provide different learning materials or special equipment, to introduce some group or individual support or to undertake staff development.

School Action Plus:

Schools always consult specialists when they take action on behalf of a child through Action Plus.  They can advise teachers on new IEP’s with fresh targets and accompanying strategies.  The triggers for Action Plus could be that the child

· continues to make little or no progress

· continues working at a level well below the peer group

· continues to have difficulty with literacy or numeracy skills

· has emotional or behavioural difficulties which interfere with the child’s learning or the class 

· has sensory or physical needs

· has ongoing communication or interaction difficulties

Individual Education Plan:

The IEP contains information about:

· the short term targets set for the child

· the teaching strategies to be used

· the provision to be put in place

· when the plan is to be reviewed

· success and/or exit criteria

· outcomes

IEP’s are reviewed about twice a year.

The Special Needs Co-ordinator, (S.E.N.C.O.) is Mike Winkle.  He ensures that the policy is implemented.  The Special Needs Governor is Dawn Jones.  The school Educational Psychologist is Eileen Cherry and the Speech Therapist is Claire Davies.

In order to comply with the Code of Practice, the following procedures are in place:

1. The staff attend training courses as required

2. Each teacher has a Special Needs file containing relevant materials

3. Mr. Winkle monitors the learning programmes for each child on the Special Needs Register at termly intervals.

4. During each half-term, Michelle Hayward, a teacher from the Special Educational Needs Support Service (S.E.N.S.S.) visits the school to monitor the level of provision and to provide support.

The school has ramps installed at all entrances and a disabled toilet to enable full access for pupils with disabilities. There is an Accessibility Plan, (available upon request), which details future action to be taken to increase access to the school by pupils with disabilities. 

Delivery of the Curriculum
In the Infant classes, the curriculum will be more attuned to the gaining of skills associated with reading, writing and number, whereas the older children will be more concerned with the subjects that will be part of their curriculum at Secondary School.  The organisation of the curriculum therefore changes, as the child becomes older.

The younger children study the Foundation subjects using the project approach.  The teacher uses as many curricular connections as possible or appropriate to explore the topic being studied.  This approach gives scope for observation, exploration and experimentation and is stimulating and meaningful to young children.

The older children study Foundation Subjects using a focused approach.  This results in some curricular connections, but usually the topic is quite clearly concerned with one subject.

Topic planning follows a two-year cycle in each class.  Copies are available from school.

We are working towards a more creative curriculum, with termly themed days. We have recently organised an Art day with an artist in residence and a Fairy Tales day, with the children organised into house groups.

Whenever possible, we try to organise a trip to support the children’s learning, or invite in theatre groups or visitors.

Assessment
The Foundation Stage has an ongoing assessment profile, covering the six areas of learning. The Early Years teacher will review this assessment with you.

At the end of Year 2 there is a Standard Assessment Test, (SAT) which assesses your child’s progress in English and Maths.  You will receive a detailed breakdown of the results and there is an opportunity to discuss this with the teacher.

At the end of Years 3, 4 and 5 there are informal assessments of Maths and English using recommended Government tests.  You will be informed of your child’s progress at the parents’ evening.  At the end of Year 6 there is a Standard Assessment Test (SAT), which tests your child’s progress in English, Maths and Science.  Once again, you will receive a detailed breakdown of the results and there is an opportunity to have a discussion with the teacher.

In addition to the formal tests outlined above, there is continuous teacher assessment. Teacher assessment results are reported to you at the end of Key Stages 1 and 2.

Additional Subjects

We find time to provide teaching in these areas on an occasional basis:

1. Drama

2. Choral Speaking

3. Choir

4. Road Safety

5. Environmental Education

6. Water Safety

7. First Aid

8. Health Education
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