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About our School

Church Eaton Primary School is a voluntary aided day school for boys and girls between the ages of 4 and 11.  It serves the villages of Church Eaton and Moreton and surrounding small communities. Our school is administered by Staffordshire County Council – Children and Lifelong Learning.

Church Eaton village school has a long history, going back some 500 years.  This is a remarkable achievement.  However, it has resulted in an unusual arrangement for its administration, namely that there are two sets of Governors involved.  One group is called ‘The Foundation Governors’ and the other is called  ‘The School Governors’.

The School Governors have the same role as in most other schools, namely to see that their school is properly staffed and run.

The Foundation Governors look after the properties and land that provide the income used to look after the school building and its outside decoration.

The present school was built in 1899.  Extensions were built in 1947 (school kitchen), 1960 (Office/staff-room and toilets), 1977 (two classrooms) and 1998, (staffroom, staff toilets, a store room and a children’s cloakroom.  In 2000 the Buckler Early Years Unit was built.  It consists of a large classroom, a new entrance, infants’ toilets, a storeroom, staff toilet and a dedicated play area with fencing.  There are four classrooms and a multi-purpose hall.  Outside there is a field, two playgrounds and a large Nature Reserve.

Accessibility

Ramps with handrails, to the front and rear of the school, provide wheelchair access. Inside there is a disabled toilet and ramps, enabling wheelchair access to all teaching areas.

The Governors review disabled access annually. There is an Accessibility Plan.

The School Day

8.45 a.m
The school playground is open. Parents of children in the Early Years are invited to accompany their children into the school.  




Please make sure that your children do




not arrive before this time.
8.55 a.m.
The children make their way to the cloakrooms and then to their classrooms.

9.00 a.m.

Morning session

to


(including a 15 minute break)
12.00


12.00
Dinner time. The children are supervised by the Headteacher and supervisory assistants.  The children may go home for lunch, bring sandwiches or eat a school meal. 


1.00  p.m.
       Afternoon session
to


(including a 10 minute break)
3.20 p.m. 





Overall Teaching Hours

The total teaching hours per week (excluding the statutory daily act of collective worship, registrations and break times) amounts to 23.5 hours.

Pupils attend school for 190 days per year.

School Dinners
If you would like your child to have a school dinner, could you please send the correct amount of money in on a Monday morning in a purse clearly labelled with the name.  If your child brings sandwiches, could you provide a suitable box, (not a plastic bag) and a cup and ensure this is named.

School Milk

This is available for children who attend the Early Years Unit.  

Fruit

In Key Stage 1, children are provided with a piece of fruit daily at morning break. This is funded by the National School Fruit Scheme. We would like to encourage children in Key Stage 2 to eat fruit at school as part of our Healthy Schools Programme. If you wish your child to take advantage of this opportunity, please could you provide him/her with a piece of fruit to eat during morning break-time.

Charges and Remissions
It is the Governors’ wish that all children in this school should have equal access to activities.  Accordingly, the school will seek to fund as many activities as possible through voluntary contributions.  However, there are occasions when parents can be charged for activities.  Such occasions include:

· The Breakfast  and After School Clubs.

· Those activities, which take place voluntarily out of school time.  For example, the purchase of badges for Award Schemes, or Personal Insurance for a cycling course.

· For individual instrumental tuition and for the loan of an Authority instrument.

· For materials used in Technology, subject to the parents agreeing that they wish to own the finished product.

· For Board and Lodging charges at Outdoor Education Centres.

· To cover the cost of damages, breakages, losses and defacement.

· It is the Governors’ policy that charges should be made in the above categories, in accordance with Local Authority practice.

The Education Reform Act allows remission of charges for those children whose parents receive Income Support or Family Credit and who take part in a Residential visit deemed to be in school hours.

School Library
The school library is well stocked and books are arranged according to the Dewey system.  A lending system is in operation once a week. There is an internet computer with a digital projector and screen for class use.

Classroom Organisation
Children move between classes strictly according to age.  The arrangement of age groups is as follows: -


Class 1

Pre-reception and Reception


Class 2

Years 1 and 2


Class 3

Years 3 and 4


Class 4

Years 5 and 6

Government regulations do not allow for planned numbers to exceed 30 in classes 1 and 2.  This does not apply to children moving into the area who then take the class size over 30.

Within the classroom children are grouped according to their ability and work is carefully matched to their stage of development.  Exceptionally able children are allowed to develop at their own speed and additional work is provided.  They are identified as soon as possible and their needs are addressed through a school policy.

Children with Special Needs are identified early and the Special Needs Service can be involved in order to overcome any difficulties.

Copies of schemes of work, syllabuses in use and the latest OFSTED report are available from the school, upon request.

Complaints

Please contact your child's teacher, or if necessary the Headteacher, if you are worried about your child's welfare or educational progress. Rest assured that we will contact you if problems occur at school. There is a formal complaints procedure, following LA guidelines, if all else fails. 

Severe Bad Weather
You will be contacted by telephone, through a ‘branch system of communication’ if the school is to be closed. 

Policies
The following policies have been approved by the Governing Body.

	Art

	History

	PE

	Science

	ICT 

	English/Literacy

	Maths/Numeracy

	RE

	Music

	Design and Technology

	MFL

	Geography

	Administration of Medicines in School

	Sun Awareness

	Drug Policy 

	Collective Worship

	Anti-Bullying

	Inclusion

	Homework

	Code of Conduct on the School Bus

	Behaviour

	Use of Restrictive Physical Intervention

	Dyslexia Friendly

	Equal Opportunities

	Safeguarding & Recruitment

	Special Educational Needs

	Sex and Relationships

	Marking

	Early Years

	Internet Use

	Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural

	Gender Equality

	Assessment For Learning

	Restrictive Physical Interventions

	Risk Management

	Educational Visits

	Teaching and Learning

	Attendance at Work Policy

	Monitoring and Evaluation

	Charges And Remissions

	Home School Agreement

	Performance Management For Teachers

	Performance Management For Support Staff

	PPA And  Cover Strategy

	Lettings

	Health And Safety

	Staff Capability Procedure

	Remit  For Finance Committee

	Harassment & Bullying at Work

	PSHE & Citizenship

	Attendance

	School Travel Plan

	Outdoor Play for Early Years

	Handwriting

	Aims & Objectives

	Complaints Procedure

	Model Grievance Procedures

	Financial Delegation Schedule

	Code of Conduct For Governors

	Best Value

	Rules For The Governing Body & Committees

	Governors’ Allowances

	Model Disciplinary Procedures

	Admissions

	Pay Policy

	Financial Management

	Instrument of Government

	ICT Security Policy

	Gifted and Talented Pupils

	Freedom Of Information Act

	Disability Access Plan

	Whistleblowing 

	Guidance on Photographic Images of Children 

	Visitors to School – Guidelines


Homework

 Homework is an important part of a child’s learning.  Children of all ages take work home.  For the youngest children homework is important in providing a successful bridge from home to school. For older children homework is influential in supporting and extending the curriculum. 

The reasons for setting Homework are as follows:

1. It encourages the essential skill of independent learning.  This prepares the children for the requirements of Secondary school. 

2. It enables pupils to carry out individual research.

3. It enables  pupils to consolidate and reinforce skills and knowledge gained during class lessons particularly in Numeracy and Literacy

4. It enables parents to become involved and informed about the type of work being undertaken in class.

5. It can prepare the children for future lessons.

6. It strengthens the partnership between home and school.

7. It exploits available resources for learning of all kinds, at home.


8. It encourages pupils to manage their time.

Types of Homework

· Reinforcement of class work.

· Research topics and investigations.

· Preparation for classwork.

· Reviewing, redrafting or summarising a piece of work.

· Activities related to personal and social development.

· Preparation for a presentation.

Homework activities are more often than not related to work children are doing at school. It is not always written work. The types of homework change as children get older. 

In the Foundation Class it will mainly involve bringing a reading book home. 

For Key Stage 1 children it will be short activities of different kinds, simple games, learning spellings and number facts and of course reading together. 

For Key Stage 2 children it will be reading, practising basic skills, writing an assignment, preparing for a lesson, finding out information, learning tables or spellings, recorder practice, learning a speaking part for Drama, or research on a topic. All KS2 children have a paid subscription to an online homework website, called Education City. They access the site through a password and their progress is recorded and monitored.

Regular reading to and with parents is vital for all age groups. Children should be read to or be heard to read for between 10 and 20 minutes a day.

Recommended time for Homework.

Years 1 and 2
          1 hour a week

Years 3 and 4 

1.5 hours a week

Years 5 and 6 

30 minutes a day.

It is more important that homework helps your child to learn than whether it takes a certain amount of time.

The setting of Homework will follow a familiar routine.  Teachers will allow more than one evening for some Homework to be completed. Communication between home and school can take several forms. A reading card details what is to be read at home and there is a space for written comments. Usually the child conveys a verbal message regarding what needs to be done. Occasionally there is a written message. 

The older children are provided with a Homework Diary, which is monitored weekly.

Ten things you can do to help your child learn outside (and at) school :

1. Give your child confidence through lots of praise and encouragement. 

2. Read to, and with, your child as much as possible, or encourage them to read to themselves, for at least 20 minutes a day.

3. Encourage children to observe and talk about their surroundings. Even young children can be helped to read notices and signs, for example, and understand what they mean. 

4. Make use of your local library. 

5. Visit museums and places you think your child might find interesting. 

6. If your children like watching television, watch it with them sometimes and encourage them to talk about what they have seen. They will get more out of the experience. 

7. Try to set time aside to do "homework" activities with young children.  Schools won't mind if other members of the family join in too!

8. Wherever possible, try to provide a reasonably quiet place for children to do homework (or help them to get to other places where homework can be done).

9. Encourage your child to discuss homework with you, including feedback from teachers. Practise helping without taking over! 

10. Try to help your child to see the enjoyable aspects of homework!

Reports
A short report on your child’s ‘progress and effort’ in the core subjects is sent out before the Spring half-term. 

At the end of the Academic Year you will be given a written report on your child’s progress in all subjects.  This will include targets for improvement. 

Parents of children in Year 2 will, in addition, receive a report on their child’s SATs (Statutory Attainment Tests), results in Reading, Writing, and Maths.

Parents of children in Year 6 will, in addition, receive a report on their child’s SATs results in English, Maths and Science.

School Web Site
The school has a Web Site, containing regularly updated information for parents, a safe web portal for pupils and examples of school activities.  It can be accessed at the following web address.

www.churcheatonschool.com

OFSTED

The school was inspected during the Spring term 2007.  Copies of the report are available from school or through the web site.
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